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AMI’s Grass Yarn & Tufters Forum is an 
international annual conference looking at 
technical and commercial developments in 
artificial grass/synthetic turf surfaces.

This forum, which was established in 2005, is 
recognised as the foremost platform to gain 
insight into developments in synthetic turf from 
around the world. The Grass Yarn & Tufters 
Forum 2019 will provide a unique opportunity 
to learn about the industry’s growth prospects, 
structural changes in the market, application 
and product developments and discuss key 
issues for the industry (such as environmental 
issues) and how they are being addressed.

Speakers in the last couple of years have 
included sports associations, municipal buyers, 
industry associations, tufters, component 
producers, raw material producers, testing 
houses, recycling and maintenance experts.

Strong but unstable market growth and 
changing technologies make artificial grass 
a dynamic industry to be involved in. It gives 
good prospects for those that position 
themselves well, but this requires constant 
vigilance and review to adapt to changes 
promptly. The forum will enable delegates 
to better understand the industry’s issues, its 
opportunities and its threats.

AMI’s Grass Yarn & Tufters Forum 2019 will 
attract senior people from multiple points in 
the supply-chain from materials and machinery 
through to the production of synthetic grass, 
its installation, quality control, approval, use 
and re-use.

Five good reasons to attend:

§	 Learn about the latest technical developments

§	Hear about market trends and future developments

§	 Find out about the key issues from around the world

§	Gain understanding of structural changes within the industry

§	Meet senior delegates from Europe, US, Middle East and Asia

Ways to get involved:
ATTEND

Register before 11th Janaury 2019 and pay €1040* saving €200 on the 
full price of €1240*.  There are additional discounts for group bookings.  
The registration fee includes attendance at all conference sessions, the 
Networking Cocktail Reception, lunch and refreshment breaks on both days 
and a set of conference proceedings.

SPONSOR

A variety of sponsorship opportunities are available at this conference 
to help to promote your company’s products and services to this highly 
targeted international audience.  Contact the Conference Hotline for   
further information. 

EXHIBIT

Make it easy to engage with the audience at this busy event with your own 
highly visible exhibition space. Bring your own display stand and / or banners 
and use the space to showcase your company’s products and services and 
make a lasting impact. The exhibition runs throughout the conference by the 
main meeting room and is host to the networking functions.

Space is limited so to avoid disappointment please register for this service 
as soon as possible.

*VAT may apply

A very competent and 
informative conference, 
covering many aspects of the 
grass & turf industry. Excellently 
organised, worth a visit!

Friedemann Söll – Polytan GmbH

CONFERENCE HOTLINE
Contact: Lorna Grey, Conference Organiser

Tel: +44 (0) 117 314 8111
Email: lorna.grey@ami.international
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Monday 25th February 2019

17:30-19:30 Registration and Networking Cocktail Reception
  There are no conference sessions on this day

Networking Cocktail reception 
sponsored by:

Tuesday 26th February 2019

08:00  Registration and welcome coffee 
09:00  Opening announcements

SESSION 1 - VIEWS FROM THE MARKET

09:10  Rugby’s requirement for a reduction in pile height
 Mr. Marc Douglas, Research, Turf & Equipment Manager,
 WORLD RUGBY, Ireland

09:40  International Hockey Federation update
 Mr. Alastair Cox, Facilities and Quality Programme Manager,
 INTERNATIONAL HOCKEY FEDERATION, Switzerland

10:10  Small-sided football steps up a pace
 Mr. Christoph Koechy, Marketing Director,
 INTERNATIONAL SOCCA FEDERATION, United Kingdom

10:40  Coffee break sponsored by:  

11.20  The Netherlands: in the eye of the storm
 Mr. Gerrit de Koe, Sr. Advisor Sports & Culture Technology,
 CITY OF AMSTERDAM, Netherlands

11:50  The science of skin friction
 Prof. David James, Managing Director,
 LABOSPORT Ltd (UK), United Kingdom

SESSION 2 – SOME OF THE SCIENCE

12:20  Efficient and sustainable extrusion solutions for synthetic 
 turf yarns
 Mr. Jens Weinhold, Senior Manager Process Engineering, 
 STC SPINNZWIRN GmbH, Germany

12:50  Lunch

14:20  Hybrid turf and the need for a regulatory framework
 Dr. Colin Young, Research and Development Director 
 for Turf Systems,
 TENCATE GRASS, Netherlands

14:50  A review of shock pad technology including all the types in  
 commercial usage
 Mr. Andre Piels, Managing Director,
 aABs BV, Netherlands

15:20  Coffee break sponsored by:

16:00  A systems approach to shock pads in synthetic turf
 Mr. Michael Noble, Principal,
 ILIAD SPORTS, United States

16:30  Recent advances in the development of cool infill for 
 artificial turf
 Mrs. Virginie Assemat, Associate TSD Scientist, 
 DOW Polyurethanes,
 DOW FRANCE, France

17:00  Statistical analysis of player feedback
 Mr. Eric O’Donnell, Managing Director,
 SPORTSLABS, United Kingdom

20:00  Networking Dinner

Wednesday 27th February 2019

08:30  Welcome coffee
09:00  Opening announcements

SESSION 3 – VIEWS OF THE MARKET

09:10  Why is synthetic turf so popular in domestic and 
 commercial applications?
 Mr. Bryn Lee, European Office CEO,
 CCGRASS, Germany

09:40  Artificial Turf: news from the market
 Mr. John Nash, Head of Strategic Research,
 AMI CONSULTING, United Kingdom

10:10  A review of the US regulatory and market environment
 Mr. Dan Bond, President and CEO,
 SYNTHETIC TURF COUNCIL, United States

10:40  Coffee break

11:20  Artificial grass for landscape and leisure: the trends 
 and applications
 Mr. Minlong Huang, Sales VP,
 ALL VICTORY GRASS (GUANGZHOU) Co., Ltd., China

SESSION 4 – SUSTAINABILITY AND INDUSTRY COOPERATION

11:50  Risk assessment study on tyre crumb rubber in synthetic turf  
 fields, and regulatory context
 Ms. Laia Perez Simbor, Coordinator, Chemicals and H&S,
 EUROPEAN TYRE & RUBBER MANUFACTURERS   
 ASSOCIATION, Belgium

12:20 The next level: from turf to turf.
 Mr. Dennis Andersen, Founder,
 RE-MATCH A/S, Denmark

12:50  iPad prize draw sponsored by:  

13:00  Lunch

14:30  Sustainability assessment and EPD’s 
 (Environmental Product Declarations)
 Mr. Gert-Jan Kieft (M.Sc), Laboratory Manager,
 KIWA ISA SPORT, Netherlands

15:00  The Role of Industry Cooperation in an uncertain world
 Mr. Stefan Diderich, Executive Chairman,
 ESTC, Belgium

15:30  Coffee break and conference ends 

Conference gift sponsored by:  

 

 AMI reserves the right to alter the programme without notice.
The latest programme, including any new speakers, changes to the 
schedule, and any amendments to pricing and terms and conditions 
can be viewed on our website: www.ami.international



Company: _____________________________________________________________
Address: ______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________________
Country: _______________________________________________________________ 
Tel: ____________________________ Fax: ___________________________________
VAT no.: _______________________________________________________________
(Must be completed by all EU Companies)
Company activity: ______________________________________________________                                                                       
Purchase order no. (if applicable): ________________________________________
Invoice address (if different from above): __________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
 
DELEGATE/EXHIBITOR DETAILS   
Title: Mr/Mrs/Dr/Other: _________________________________________________
First name: ____________________________________________________________
Surname: ______________________________________________________________
Position: _______________________________________________________________
Email: ________________________________________________________________ 
Special dietary requirements: _____________________________________________ 
Signature: ________________________ Date:_______________________________

Please confirm that you agree to your name being published alongside your 
company name and job title on the delegate list.  

q Yes  q No

By registering for this event (please tick these boxes);

q I agree to AMI’s Privacy Policy (www.ami.international/about/legal)   
q I agree to AMI’s Terms & Conditions (www.ami.international/about/tac)

PARTICIPATION    
q	Early Booking Delegate Admission Fee1:   €1,040.00    20%       €1,248.00 
(Until 11th January 2019)

q	Delegate Admission Fee1:                             €1,240.00     20%      €1,488.00 
(From 12th January 2019)

q Networking Dinner2:                                             €95.00       0%              €95.00                      

q Exhibition Space:                                            €1,825.00     20%       €2,190.00                                   
(UK Companies)3

q Exhibition Space:                                            €1,825.00        0%       €1,825.00                           
(Non-UK Companies)4

                                                                                                              Total: ______________
1 Subject to Austrian VAT at 20%. 2 Reverse Charge for companies from the EU, 0% for      
Non-EU companies. 3 Subject to UK VAT at 20%.  4 Reverse charge for companies from other 
EU countries, 0% for Non-EU companies.

METHOD OF PAYMENT
You will be sent an invoice in 7-14 working days.

q  Pay by credit card by registering online: 
We accept: Visa / Mastercard
Alternatively, please provide your contact details and we will send you a link 
to a secure payment gateway via email.
Name:_______________________________________________________________ 
Email:_______________________________________________________________

q  Bank transfer quoting: ‘Your invoice and A/C No.’ 
To: National Westminster Bank Plc.  
Thornbury Branch, 16 the Plain, Thornbury, Bristol, BS99 5HD
Account number: 06814077                      Bank no. 556138
IBAN: GB63 NWBK 6072 0306 8140 77 SWIFT: NWBKGB2L

Bringing the plastics industry together. @Contact_AMI #AMIGrass

PLEASE COMPLETE IN BLOCK CAPITALS

REGISTRATION FORM THE GRASS YARN AND TUFTERS FORUM 2019
CONFERENCE INFORMATION
25-27 February 2019
Imperial Riding School Renaissance Vienna Hotel
Ungargasse 60
1030
Vienna, Austria
Tel: +43 1 711750

HOTEL ACCOMMODATION
Delegates are responsible for booking their own accommodation. We have 
negotiated a room rate of €115 for a single room and €135 for a double 
(tax, breakfast and Wi-Fi included) at the Imperial Riding School Renaissance 
Vienna Hotel in Vienna until 18th January 2019.

Please make your reservation using the direct hyperlink which can be found 
on our website www.ami.international/events (click on ‘The Grass Yarn & 
Tufters Forum 2019’ followed by Accommodation)

PARTICIPATION OPPORTUNITIES
Delegate registration: includes attendance at all conference sessions, a 
set of conference proceedings, entrance into the Networking Cocktail 
Reception, lunch and coffee breaks. 

Sponsor this event: maximise your company profile before, during and 
after the event by becoming a sponsor. For further information, please 
contact the Conference Organiser.

Exhibition space: an excellent way to enhance your business 
opportunities and make it easy for delegates to find you! Includes:

• entry for one representative from your company
• one exhibition space in the networking area
• your company profile in the conference proceedings
• new and existing product display
• handing out brochures and promotional items from your stand

Spaces are allocated on a first-come-first-served basis and sell quickly. 

Group discounts: when registering as a group you may be entitled to 
discounts. Contact the Conference Organiser for more information.

Networking Cocktail Reception
A networking cocktail reception will be held on the first evening. 
This offers an excellent opportunity for delegates to meet with 
speakers and other colleagues. All delegates are invited to attend 
and admission is included in the delegate fee.
Networking Dinner
All delegates are invited to attend the Networking Dinner, which will 
take place at a local restaurant on the evening of 26th February 2019.

CANCELLATIONS
Full refunds, less a cancellation charge of €300 will be made on 
cancellations received prior to 7th December 2018. Thereafter we 
regret that no refunds can be made. Delegates may be substituted at 
any time. Please note that refunds will not be given on exhibition spaces, 
sponsorship packages or Networking Dinner places at any time.

CONFERENCE HOTLINE
LORNA GREY, CONFERENCE ORGANISER
AMI
Third Floor, One Brunswick Square, Bristol, BS2 8PE, United Kingdom
Registered in England No: 2140318
Tel: +44 (0) 117 314 8111  
Email: lorna.grey@ami.international
Twitter: @Contact_AMI #AMIGrass 

The latest programme, including any new speakers, changes to the 
schedule, and any amendments to pricing and terms and conditions 
can be viewed on our website: www.ami.international

Register online

The international conference addressing artificial grass/synthetic turf                            
from raw materials to end-user experience.

25-27 February 2019 
Imperial Riding School Renaissance Vienna Hotel, Vienna, Austria 

            Price         VAT         Total

http://my.ami.international/conference-registration/?eid=42966ed8-002d-e811-8122-70106faab5f1&utm_source=website&utm_campaign=19_C0953_Conf_UK_Portal_ConfPage_Wb
https://my.ami.international/SignIn?ReturnUrl=%2fconference-registration%2f%3feid%3d42966ed8-002d-e811-8122-70106faab5f1%26utm_source%3dwebsite%26utm_campaign%3d19_C0953_Conf_UK_Portal_ConfPage_Wb
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